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1 Cor. 14. 40. Let all things bs dene Decentiy and in Order. 


The Eccleſ. Diſcipl. of the Reformed E hureh in France, Cap, 3. The 
- Office and Duty of the Elders, is to be watchful over che F: OK 
rogether with the Paſtors, and to ice the People gathered, to mike 
Report of the Scandals and Faults, to take knowledge and judge 
thereof with the Paſtors; and to take care of good Order and 30 | 
verniment of the Church. 
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THE 


Practice of Diſcipline. 


1. 


HE Commen-Wea'th of [rae] can neither ſubſiſt nor flouriſh without Diſcipline,no more 
than + Kingdom without Laws, a City without Government, an Army without 
Martial Taticks, or a Garden without a Hedge or Wall: For where there is no 
» Eſtabliſhed Order, Confuſion and Deſolation muſt needs follow ; And People will ; 
readily make their own Luſts, their Laws, and will obſerve no other Diſcipline, _” 
than what their irregular Paſſions, may diRQate and prompt them to follow: The very light _ - 
of Nature ſufficiently inftruRs the neceſſity of Rule and Ordir for cementing and cſtabliſhe. > 
ing Society ; and as Diſcipline is requiſite, ſo it may be moſt {efu! and profitable, if managed 
with due Diſcretion, Prudence and Equity: Unto this our purpoſe the Apoſtle prefcribes 
a comprehenfive General, 1 Cor, 14. 40. Let all things be dent decently and in Order. 9 
This is the Province we here undertake, in way of Eſſay, to effet ſome Directions for the 
regular Exerciſe, and righteous Application of Church Diſcipline, in the City and Houſe of God: + 
I am not without ſuſpicion of being reckoned pteſumptuous and arrogant,” in giving Rules 
and Advices to Church-Officers, not doubting but the moſt part of Miniſters of any {tandin 
and Expericace, do underſtand theſe things better than I can pretend to, but as to them 
intend no more, ſaving enly to pus them in rememirance: Yet there may be ſome leſs experi. 
enced Raling Elderr, to whom haply theſe Directions may not be uſeleſs. | 
Now in Proſecution of our Deſign, we humbly offer ſome Dire#;on:,to theſe who are Members 
conſtituent of Church Judicatories, how they ſhould difcharge themſelves ; and alfs ſome 
Advices to theſe who may be obnoxious unto, or aQtually are under Church Proceiles and 
Cenſures. 8 | 
As to the firſt Pojat take theſe Dircf7ions | p 
t. Direct Study to attein 2 competent Stock of Underſtanding in matters of Diſcipline : 
Whatever Art or Profeſſion any Man eſpouſes or pratiſes, it is moſt neecful and agreeable, 
that he be well infighted and learned in the Principles, Rules and Praftiques thereof: Thar 
in his Applicztions he may proceed the more knowingly and ſolidly, particularly in matters of 
Juſtice 2nd Judgement: Every picus Man is rot a prudent Man, nor every ſerious Man 
intelligent and ſolid: Very honeft, well meaning Perſons may ert in Judgement, and per- 
vert Righteouſneſs, through lack of Knowledge, which may produce many dangerous and 
ill Effects, 1 Kings 3. 11. ERh. 1. 13. | | 
2. Direct. Admit not Delations to come the length of publick Proceſs, either for priv, 
Feult; or common Infirmities, this were to make Scandals where there are none, ſpecially when 
repreſented with a diſſalowable degree of Heat and Aggravation, which ſome paſſionat ot 
rejudicat perſons may indulge themſelves unto ; ſuch Caicel Spirits ſhould rather be tepre- 
1 encouraged, end ſhould be gravely admoniſhed both to conſider Chriſts Rule, and 
their own Heerts, Maith, 18. 16, 17, Gel. 6.1. If the Method and Steps of Procedure in pu 
R. bales were conſcientiouſly obſer ved, I am confident it might ſtop and prevent many faſhi» 
| ous and frivolous Delations : And if every man would candidly reflect on his own Humours - 
. 


aud Infirmities ; { for in many things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. 1 day ſoy we would treat 
others with more Jenderme/e, Charity and Forbcor once, than many do It is an excellent ſaying * 
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of a Heathen ; Sente: Trag: Agam. L. 265. Deild veniam facile, cul venis off ww: And it {5 a 
more excellent Saying of our Saviows, Mat. 7,12. All things whatſoever ye would that men ſpu 


| F. 410 % you, de Jo even ſo to them ; for this is th! Law and the Prophets: I cannot paſs what Leppeeus 
faith, Diſcipl. Ecel. L. 1. C. 16. What Faults of our Neighbours we know, whether we be 
 - Pprivet perſons, or Miniſters, er Elders, we ſhould not proſecute them beyond the Limits 


Which Chriſt hath ſet to us, neither ſhould we imprudently blaze abtoad, or bring above- board 
our Neighbours Imperſections or Infirmities, even tho they be plain Faults, but if this be 
: done by an Elder, he is not without Fault. 
3. Dire. Be deliverat and Caution, in your judicial Precedures, be not too eredulous of 
hiſpers and Heer-ſays ; Let not uncertain Information be the matter of Delation, far leſs of 
Condemnation : And tho perhaps they be reputed Godly-Folk who are the Reporters and 
Informers, yet try ere ye truſt; for even good Folk may fometimes be guilty of Back biting 
and Reproiching, as well as others, and alſo may labour under the ill Diſeaſe of the Flux of 
the Tongue; ve have not acceſs to know all the ſinifter Motives, and ſecret Reaſons that may 
| prompt perſons to Slanders and Calumnies: Therefore I repeat, be deliberat and cautious, 


ſpecially ere ye come the length of Cenſure or Sentence; for they who too ſoon and forward» 
Iy come to paſs their Interloquitors or Decreets, may alſo cone ſoon torepent,and wiſh out of 


time, chat chey had acceſs to recoghaſce or revoke the it immatute Sentences : It was a ſound 
* | 'Chriſtizn Check from an unchri 


e may ſeem to lament ir; again, another is of ſuch a miſchievous Temper, that he does | 
what he can, to put Enmity ameng Friends, Ge Sm, de dra. L 2. C. 29, | 
4. Dirc#, Be impartial n Judgement ; abandon from your Minds all byaſſing Motives from 
| external Conſiderations either of perſons, or partics ; Greaf Perſons ſhould not be paſſæd over 

or ipared, no more than the Yulzar, nor eminent Prefe{ſors, more than the notoriouſly, Profanc; 
; mind you att in His Name and Steed with whom there is no reſpect of perſons, 2 Ch. 19 7. 
It is a Criminal Perverſion of Juſtice, to be ſwayed in Judgemeat by Frud or Favour; Friend, 

Kin and Allay, ſhould not tempt us to alloy or corrupt Righteouſneſs: It is a heavy Imputa- 
0 tion upon Judges, to have the common Saying verified hytheir Adminiſttations ; Sh:w me the 

Man, aud 1 will ſbew you che Law: When Pcople obſerve palpable Paritality in Judges, it marrs 
the ſucceſs and weight of Cenſures, and endangers the £-niured to become #:ſobedjgnt, | 
: 5. Direct. Be Diſereet and Mederat in all your Adminiſtrations, both wirh reſp: te the 
\ Qualit) of Perſons, and the Quantity of Puniſhment :; Certainly a Wiſe and difſc:eet Cenſide- 
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ce; and he asked him, how he durſt come BE him with ſuch Cuffs, 
B:ſboy-like, that it were a good turn to lay him by the heilt, for ſo doing. 

6. Dire, Mingle not your own Spirit in the Infliftion of Spiritual Ceaſures ; Eph: 4. qr. Let 
al bitterneſs and wrath, and auger, and clamtur, and vil ſpeaking be put away from you, with all malite : 
zi res tranſe: in affeFum, perit Judicium: It is moſt unſuitable, that they who cenſure the Fevirs 
of others, ſhould by their paſſionat and indiſcreer way of Cenſuring, et the fame tige be 


64 
,* 
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Faulters themſelves; and rare it is that Ferie fierce Rebukes do any good, for ihe with bf Man | 


workerh not % Righteouſneſs of GOD, James 2. 20, It is a fine verſe of Clauaiems, e rate 
non tra mevet, Dis proximus ilic ef, And no leſs an excellent ſaying of Seneca ” Nover et Rene 
ſon aſſume unto its aſſiſtance raſh and impetuovs Paſſions, which is far from zudiug say 
Weight or . to it, Sen: de Ira. L. I. C. 9. see then that ye ſtudie Sravity of Car» 
riage, and Meekneſt of Spirit, in your Managements, according to the 2prfelick Canon: G8 
6. 1. Manage your Buſinels with more Compaſſun, than Paſim; and with more Sympethte, 
that Antiperbie: At leaft, let your Antipathie and Zeal, ſtak: mere againſt che Crimes of 
the perſons, than the perſons Criminal, Revell. 2, 6. That it may convincingly appear it is 
their real Good and Edification, ye deſign, and ta reclaim them from the evi! of their ways, 
which Cender and Calmp:ſc will more probably compaſs, than Creſt, or Rewghmeſs, 

5. Direct: As Meekneſs, Moderation, and Prudence, ere requiſite Ingredients in the Ex- 
erciſe of Diſcipline: So Church Officers, conſidering whom they repreſent, a Cor: 5, 20, 
And that they are aQting in the name and authority of their great Lord and Maſter, 2, Chrom 
19. 6. They ſhowld be Brisk, Bald, and Zralow:: They may ſometimes have to do with rude 
rugged perſons, Neith'y fearing GOD, rior regarding Man, who ſeek to diſparage and diſgrace 
Church Diſcipline: Towards ſuch it becomes the Awhaſ/faders of the LORD to carry Couras 
gi9uſly, being bold as 4 Lyon, Prov: 28. 1. and nt ro fear the face of Man: Ezek: 3. , 8, 9. They 
mould not be cowed cr cowardized by the Inſults of unreaſonable men, but ftontly oppoſe 
their impieties, lippening to their Mighty and Faithful Ma#sr, that he will kelp, Second, end 
Patroiize them, in their dutiful performance of what he calls them to. It is ſtoried of ous fa- 
mous Fehn Knox, that the Earl of Muteun ſaid of kim when he was interred : Here lyes a Man 
that never feared the face of Man, he was ofcen threatned with Degg and Dagger, yer bath 
he ended. his days in Peace and Honour, I think ic aot amiſs here ro ſuggeſt, That the au- 
thorized Ambaſſadors of King JESUS, ſheuld alſo take care, not to proſtirute their Sagred 
Aitharity, to the igaorant conceits, and impotent {rho ſometimes imperious humos of 
the Poputoce; a popular Supremacie, is themoſt odicus, pernicious, and moſt unaccounrable 
of a!1 others, the which peccant humour, too predeminant with ſome, we wiſh che M:niters 
of Chriſt may uſe means, rather to purge our, than to foment. Hence Calau in the A. 
brigement of Baxter's Life Page 210. gives this as 2 pert of the CharaBer of Dactor NManton; 


He was no Fomenter of Faction, but Studious of the pablick Tranquiltity : This geuerous 
conftancie of Mind, in refiſting the current of popular Humour, deglertd his Loyalty to his 


Divine Maſter. I refuſe not but all gentle, tender, and pradent Methods mould be taken, to 
recover and reclaim ther, from the Errors of their ways, but wen theſe are reproachfully 
contemned by their arrogant and obſtinat miſdemeanors, *5 they ſhould with al! meckneſs be 
inſtructed of their Stational Duties, fo with e becoming Heldusſi they howld be diſcharged to 


meddle with matters too bigh for them, and authoritatively injoyned to keep within their - 


proper Sphere, leſt by irregular Excentrick Mor ions, they give e Ark of GOD @ wrerg touch; 
Chriſt's Officers, as it weil becomes their Charafter, mould with l Wiidom, and Aurhorf- 
ty, make uaruly and ignorant ptople under ſt and them river, that they àre the Rated and Watch. 


ed over, 


vernours, Heb: 13. 17. 3 1 
8. Direct. B. Ju? and Righteons in your Deciſions, Deut. 1. 16. Junge Righteon/7re and sccordingte 


Law, 28 it is EG. 1: 15. In all your Admicitirations, give every body Fiir and full Juſlice, u lie- 


aud ate obliged ia Conſcience to be Obediem aud ſubjec to their Church guidts and G 


ther in Condemning or Abſolving, Dent: 25. 1. In every point let Partie Lit gant of accufed, 


get a fait Hearing, what they have to ſay inthe own Apologie and Defence, and full acces; 


in all the Steps of Lew and rm, te clear themſelves as much 7s they can, AT! 25 15, T6. + 


27 * | . ; Aa - 1 my » 4 "F ons or heile 
bu 51.. Pals not Senteuce upon ſerimp, lame, or dubious probation : A Ea 
tneſſes ad idem, is the min mas: gqud fe, of Legal Evidence, Deut 19.15 We fay they muſt 
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be habile Witneſſes, neither wirronzeur, A ſueß as the Partie acenſed ein inſtrutt 5 


Legal or Relevant Exception againſt 3 And he is to be Legaly Cited and ſiſted in Judgement for 
this effect, ere Witneſſes be admitted to Oath or Depoſition : Pray let matters be fo equally 


managed, as there may be no juſt cauſe of Complaint, But again, let me advertiſe * — 


cal Judges, not to ſtreteh Juſtice to the utmoſt Line and Point of Scverii); Remember the Empe- 


rors ſaying which we cited before, It is our pleaſure, that in ll things a greater regard be 


had to Equity, than to ſtrict Law. Let there be a fit and reaſonable Temper kept betwixt 
rigid Severity, and too large Lenity : Theugh we humbly think, ſpecially in matters of Scandal 
2nd Infamie, that | Salve Jure Cujurlibet, & Salve Conſcient ia] there ſhould be a Propenſion, ra- 
ther to the extreme of Mercie, than of Jai, and a wiſh and deſire that perſons accuſed 
may rather be found Innocent, than guilty. It is an affecting ſaying of James 2. 13 H. ſha 
ba ve Judgement vit heut Merey, that hath ſhewei no Mercy," and Mercy rejoyceth 2gainſt Judge. 
ment. | 

9. Direct, Proceed erderly and gradually in the infliction of Spiritual Cenſures, exerciſing PS. 
tience, in your Advances ſtep by ſtep, trying firſt what the I/ degreet of Cenſure may pro- 
duce with Offenders, in order to convincing and gaining them, before you come to Tiger; 
There ſhould be frequent privat traveling and dealing with Parties, to inform them of the 


nature and aggravations of their Faults, it they ſeem to be ignorant or inadvertant : Allo, 


Admon'tion, with certification of higher Cenſutes ſhould be applyed, previous re the aGual 
infliction of theſe, viz. eitker of the leer or greater Excommunication ; which thould not be ex- 
ecuted in ordinar, till afrer manifeſt Impenitencie, and the conrumacious Cemempt of Ad. 
monitiozs and gentle Endeaveurs : Hence the Confeſſion of Faith, Cap. 30. $. 4. ſpeaking of 
publick Church: Cenſuces, condeſcends upon the different Species and Kinds of them, and 
that in the due order as they are to be executed: The Officers of the Church | ſays the Confeſſi · 
on] are to proceed by Admnition, ſuſpenſion from the Sacrament of che LORD's Supper for a Scaſon, and 
by Excommunication, &c. | 

lo. Dire. Be not ſuperficial but diligen: in this part of your Work > Ron: 12. 7, 8, Church 
Officers ſhould make Conſcience of attending Church-judicitories, being as proper and cer- 
tain Duty in its own time and place, as Preaching or Praying ; For the manifeſt negle& of 
which Duty, Spirituel Cenſures, by grave Rebukes, Admonitions, &. ſhould be appiyea: 
And further, ſee that in your Diſciplinzrie Work, you quickly «:;ſpstch Bufineſs, with as 


much Expedition as may be, not vexing and tormenting People with needleſs ſhifts and Dila- 


_ attempt. the Cenſuring of others; Phyſcjan. heal thy ſelf ; Friend, begin at home : 
Bf caſt aut the Bram out ef thine own Eye, then, Oc, Church-men of all others ſhovid be 
bla 


ters: For we think that unneceſſary delaying to do Juſtice, is plain Unjuſtice: A very 
Heathen King could ſay, Let Judgement be txecuted ſpeedily, EZr. 7. 26. 

11. Dire#, See ye be very Blamelsſs and Cirgumſpe# in your own Life and Converſation : ma. 
ny Eyes are upon the Manners of chele who are Cexfors of the Manners of others ; andif any 
thing fall out Offenſive and Culpible in theis Praftices, it will be expoſed zu folie, and Scar. 
ned to the full: They may expect to have ſuch like Retortions laid in their Diſh, when they 


Brother, 


ſo uns 
meable in their Morals, as to be able to fay with Lewnclawins ; in fin. Hiſt. Muſ. 2 3 


mam metuos, nee wimm: and fare there is nothing can more enervate the Force and Autho— 


ritie of juſt Re bukes, than when they who Cenſure are rebukeable for menifeft Immoralities : | 


Hence the Apoſtle once and again deſcribing the Qualifications of a right Biſbop, ſays, a 21/0 
mut be blanadteſs, 2 Tim. 3. 2. Tit. 1. 7 | * gut B bop, ſays, a Bur 

T2. Dire#. Uſe your utmoſt power 2nd prudence *0 keep the Pes ple in your reſpetive 
Charges, under geod Order and Di/ciphne, ſpecially with reipe& to attendance on the Paſtoral 


performances of their ewn Minifier: : For certainly there is a real and fixed Relation betwixt 


Paſter and People, whence ariles a mutual Obligemene, binding Mini#c; on the one hand, 


carefully to InſpeQ, Feed, and Rule the People of their efnuire Charge, and alſo the People 


ful Adminiſtration of all Goſpel-Ordinances : 


mY . 


SA as. | CCW 
og n 1 ee e ee eee — 


are bound on the other hand to love, reſpeF, obey, and ſubmit to their own Paſtors, in their faithe 


s: It cannot be told, what C*nfuflms, Of | 
Evormitie; may fall out upon indiſcreet Peoples following their own 3 


us: and intemperat Humours, which on all eccaſiong Ainifters and Elders ſhould conſcien- 
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tioufly endeavour, to Curb, Diſcourage and Reform ; and hente the Wiſdom of the Gates 
| ral Af-mbly has theught fit to make an expreſs Act, ſhewing their Diſlike of ſuch Diforderly 
: Practices, 3nd in a moſt ſolemn way have Probibited the ſame, with Certification of Church. © | 
Conſures vgainſt both Miniflers and People, who have acceſſion to the Creating, fomenting, o 
continuing the like Offenſive Irregularitiet. See Ad Aſim. 1647. Aug, 24. Þ.350, — 
13 Direct. See ye be very fingle and vpright in the Exerciſe of Church Diſcipline : While 
ye pretend to be purging out the Leaven of Scandalous and infeQious Sinners; take heed 
that at the ſame time there be not Fermenting in your own Boſoms, the Leaven of Hypecriſle, | 
hatred, malice exvy, pride, wrath, reverge, pick, of prejudice : If from any of theſe, or the like baſe 
byaſſer, ye be ſelfiſhly ſwayed to paſs Cenſures ul on others, though your Sentences upon the | 
Matter be Juſt, yet ye ſhall not paſs without COD'S juft —— I 
14+ Dir ct. Be much and fervent in Prayers and Suppiication: to GOD, that he may give you | 
Light, Counſel and Conduct in ail your Manigements of this kind: alſo -pray that He 
may back with His Effectual and Powerful Bleling your Adminiſtrations of his His own 
Ordinance, upon all occaſions eccurrent ; that ſo Eccleſiaſtick Diſcipline in the Diſpenſati- 
on of it. may attzin its true Ends: Now we ſhall Conclude out Directions with Jehoſaphaet”s 


Recommendation to Judges, 2 Chr. 19. 6. Take heed zh. Je do, for ye judge wot for Man, bus 
fer the LORD, who is with you in the Judgement, TY 


„„ 1 


The Second Point propoſed, is to give a few ADYICES to theſe who are under Church Pre. 
cef7 or Cenſure. | 


1. Advice, Study to know, and to be convinced that Church Diſcipline is a Sacred Or- 
>  Kinance Inſtituted by CHRIST JESUS, bearing the Stamp of the ſame Divine Authority, 

N with other unqueſtionable Goſpel-Ordinarices 2 and that this Ordinance is not to be uſed or 
diſuſed, at the Atrbittiment of the Church, as if it were a humane Deviſement: No, for 
CHRIST the Head of the Church, by the Tradition of the Keys of he King dem to his Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſſors to the Worlds end, hath doted and endowed them with Power and Authority, oF 
to exerciſe Diſcipline, and infli Spiritual Cenſures : Mat. 16: 19. Jeb. 20. 22, 23, The 
Example and PraQtice of the Apoſiles, proves this likeways very plainly: 1 Car. 5.4, 5, 
11. Revel. 2. 14, 15, 20. And further, it is well known, that in the Primicive Nimes of the 
Church after the Apoſtles days, Ece!:ftaftick Diſeip/ine was in great Yigour and Vencration, and 
univerſally uſed : and ſo long as there is a Church, Spiritual Diſcipline ſhould be regarded 
and Submitted to. : ; ; ; | 

2. Adv When ye are Delated and Silted before Judicatories, and Charged with Scandslous 
Tranſgreſſions, upon pregnant Preſumptions of Guilt, which the judicatorie can not win 
by, to Examine and Proſecute; do net falſly prevericet, not impudently deny the Truth where 
of thou art convinced in thine own C-n:{cience ; whereby thou wilt creat Trouble, both to 
Judicatories, and thy ſelf, and multiply Additienal Guilt upon thine own Head but ra- 
ther give G/ry fo GOD by timeous Cenfeſiion, Jeſb 3. 19. And lay thy (elf open to Heavens 
Mercy : For he that covereth bis fins ſhall nat proſper ; but whoſo con{eſſeth and forfaketh them, ſhall 
have merey, Prov. 28. 13. Be ye nat like many ill Men, who when Depteheaded in 
Wickedriefs, and thereupon Challenged, do fondly fancie, that by putting on a brazew © | 
Face, and braving it out with ſtout and conſtant Denyals, they may thus elude the reach © | 
of Juſtice, which is plainly making Her their Refuge, and under Faiſchood ſeeking to hide 
themſ-Ives, 1/ai. 28, 13. Alss that Men ſhould Plague themſelves into Security and Obdu- 
ration, upon the hopes of Eſcaping for lack of Legal Probation, when they have an All. ſecug 
GOD, the Searcher of Hearts co do with, 1 Sam. 16. 7. The LORD ſceth not as Man 
ſeeth, for Man locketh on the outward Appearance, but the LORD looksth vn the Heart. 

W Adv Be net Angry, nor Reverge/u! againſt Miniſters or Elders, zor requuinrg you to 

Satisfy Church Diſcipline : there are ſome QCroſs«grained, froward Per{cns,, when proſecut 4 

- For their Offences, they preſently flee into a Flame, and huffily ſcorn al] Reproofs, and will 
by ao means be induced to Subject to the Laudable O:der of the Church, yea thry hte, yt 
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who rebuketh in the gas, Amos 5 10% There be others of ſo Malicious ill Natures, that ve. 
et modi, by Lies, Ca lumaies, Recriminations, e. y ſeek to wisck their Revengeful 
iu mau on Ghurch-Officers; Hence it is Storied of C39 Crriſorine, that becauſe of his de, 
lity, and ſteicknets ia the Diſcharges of his Caſoria] Oise; he created to himſelf many Eaca 
mes, who gut of Impotent Malice and Revenge Accuſed him Fourtcore ſeveral Times for 
Forged Faults, but he was 28 often Aﬀoilzied, and deeined Innocer to his great Honour” 
and tier greet Shame and Confuſion who Accuſed him. | ; . 
2 A E ertain not any tuch ſiniſter Imagination ef Minifte:s ot Elders, as that their 
deſigu ia challenging you for your Faules, is to # front ana Expyſe you, nts may be sn uncharie 
table Miſtake : pray wha” pleaſure can the) lave to rake in the Dang hill of Mens foulfome 
Minaers and AvSominzitions * Or what prof! can they propoſe in doing what may Daſh er 
Vex Men, and cenſzquently, erear to them(:lyves Iwill and UnſTiends, let them Mannzge 
never fo cangily aud cautiouſly ; but being Szreentz under Truſt, they are concerned ta 
exoner their Gonfciences in the faithful Hie arge of their Datie, as being accountsble ro 
their LORD and Maſter, Hebe. 13. 7. If it were not this way to have 1hwird Quiet and 
Peace towards GOD, ſure Minitters love outward Peace and Quiet als wells their Naighs 
hours : Moreover their Deſign is fo far from your injurious Alledgeance, to Aﬀeont you, 
chat it is to reclaim YOu, and pluck YOu 25 Brands out of the Fire ; Paul tells us, t“ * the 
Exercife of Spiritual Power by Diſcipline, is for Eaiſtatien, and not for Difiriffitm, 2 to. 
8. 13. 16: Except it be as the ſame Apoitle avs, t cer. 5. 5. For the De Hen of Meſh, 
that rhe Spirit may be Saved, in the Day of the LORD JESUS, . e. for efkmovinf yur 
Souls Welifare for ever, and certeinly it is neirher Right nor Reaſonable to be Angrie as 
them for this, which is ſo good an Office, that ye mould thank them for their Pains, and loch 
upon them as your Trueſt Friends, prov. 27. e, 6 | 

- F Adu. Content not your ſelbes with che publik profeſim of Repentancs, without? ard 
contrition and Humiliation : Some may very plauſibly go the Found of ai! the uſuat Reps of 
publick Appearances, according to the common Order of the Church, who yet are 8 gers 
to fincere, deep Repenrance towards GOD ; it is a Thing too nottour, and muck fh e La- 
meated, and alſo very ftraitning to Minifters, that the moſt parc of gudlick Repentances, are 
bur jam ani Meck work: So chat in ſtead of giving Satisfaction, or removing Scandal there« 
by, aew Offences given { and it is a Thing much wiſhed by fome, that there were a wa 
concerted and Authorized, for Remeeding and Reforming, this manifeſt Abuſ: Therefore 
Ler you be upright with GOD, ſtudy ſerious Repentanee at the Heart, and true Reformation 
of Life Ir is your after Waik and Way of Livirg, will beſt Document the Hy pocrifte os 
Reality of yonr Repentance Moreover, take good Heed that after you are Abfolved from 
Church Conſures, yau do nor Relapſe inco the time kind of Faults for which you have been 
Rebuke d, or any othes Scandals : Keep ove of il: Company ; Watch and Pray that ys enter 
not into Temptation . 
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